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Thoughts From a Rambling Rover at 90
by James Mackey

March 20, 2020, Noon (50% overcast, cold). South
Walnut Picnic Area:

About 20 quail foraging on newly-sown lawn near the
volleyball net. Suddenly they all flushed into the
streamsside thicket. But within 5 minutes they all re-
turned. | went on to the lower parking lot, where Katie
Antista had parked.

Nearby were 2 uniquefungi, about the size of softballs
and made of adjacent red straps

| with openings among them. They
§ were latticed stickhorns (Cloathrus

'éz‘\\;“ i ruber): see Arora, David Mushrooms,
BI& Demystified,pp 773 -4. More com-
= mon in our park are octopus stink-
horns, which often pop up under picnic tables in the

Trout Farm Picnic Area.

March 22, 2020, Sunday at 1pm. (50% overcast,
warmer) Weiler Rd, 3 juvenile fence lizards on the fenc
at the trailhead of the Valley View Trail. Plaskon Trail:
many giant trilliums in full bloom& on both sides of the
trail. Hazelnut Trail: afewa d d e r & son bathrsiges
of the trail. Two mission bell lilies including one with 3
blooms.

Back at the Plaskon Trail and on the south bridge: look
ing below the bridge and upstream: a new, largdive-
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finger fern frond. The only other g
place where | have seen this spe 3
cies in our park is about 50 feet =%
further upstream in this south
fork of San Pedro Creek. Inci-
dentally a sign guide to species
on the Plaskon Nature Trall

r e a dCalifornid Indiansused leaves othedge nettles
as baby wipes! a& My r eacH
having read, in this coronavirus time, of stores running
out of toilet paper.

March 26: Sign on Weiler Rd., facing Oddstad Blvd.
aMountainlions een at Wei l er on
Sign at entrance to Plaskon Trail points away. This is
an effort to spread out hikers to avoid contagion of the
coronavirus!
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